[Masticatory muscles of domestic sheep and swine in ontogenesis].
Age changes of morphometrical parameters of the masticatory muscles have been analyzed in domestic sheep and pigs of white large breed in the following age groups: 2-, 3-, 4-month-old fetuses, newborns, 4-month-old lambs, 10-month-old pigs, 18-month-old lambs, mature she-sheep and brood-sows. Uneven weight growth of the masticatory muscles in the sheep and pigs during the prenatal ontogenesis should be considered as a consequence of recapitulation of their phylogenesis, and in the postnatal ontogenesis it depends on changes in life conditions, type of nutrition, character of food and type of life. In newborn sheep the digastric, lateral, pterygoid and temporal muscles grow intensively, and in pigs--medial pterygoid and temporal ones. When they pass to roughage, in the former the mass of the musculus masseter major and medial pterygoid muscle increases, and in the latter--that of the musculus masseter major and temporal one. The masticatory muscles of the species studied increase in their mass especially intensively during the middle of the prenatal ontogenesis and during suckling period of their development. This should be taken into consideration in stock-breeding practice. In domestic pigs there is only one muscular belly in the digastric muscle. In sheep there are two bellies, separated one from another by means of a tendinous intersection, owing to crossing of the latter by the stylohyoid muscle.